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In 1982 the 148 members of the Electoral College
who had reached Rabwah had gathered in groups inside
the mosque of Mubarak — the Companions of the
Promised Messiah here, members of the Sadr Anjuman,
the main organization of the Movement next to them and
members of the Foreing Missions there. But all the
groups intermingled at the edges.

Many names had been mentioned as that of the next
khalifa. But now, explained Mirza Mubarak Ahmad, there
was to be no discussion, no eulogies of any candidate or
debate about reasons for voting for one candidate or the
other. They were there to elect a new khalifa and God
would guied them in the election. There was therefore no
point in useless discussion. All that was needed was the
proposal of the name of the person who they believed
should be the next khalifa.

As he explained these points there was a constant
hum of excitement. Zafrullah Khan was to describe
vividly the intense excitement that pervaded the mosque
during the election. He was also to describe equally
vividly, but with less enjoyment, the overpowering heat
that they suffered even inside the cool of the mosque.
Leanly built at any time but now also shriveled and fralil
with the advance of years, Zafrullah Khan wore only a
vest, shirt and baggy shalwar trousers, but nevertheless
he was soon dripping with perspiration. His clothes, he
recalled, were soaked — almost as though they had been
dunked in a bucket of water.

Voting was to be done by raising a hand and certain
members were detailed to count the hands and act as
tellers. Mirza Mubarak Ahmad then asked for the first
name.

Immediately a group of some fifty people shouted out
a name.

Then Mirza Mubarak Ahmad asked for another
name.
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Again there was a sudden shout from a group of
electors.

He asked for another name.

Again a name was shouted out.

He asked for another name.

This time there was silence. The choice of the new
khalifa would be from these three names.

Mirza Mubarak Ahmad then said they would vote on
the first name. The hands were raised. The tellers
counted and went forward to give the results to Mirza
Mubarak Ahmad.

He stood up and motioned for complete silence and
the hum of noise died away. There was no need for any
further voting, he said. Mira Tahir Ahmad was now the
Fourth Khalifa. Out of 148 electors 130 had voted for
him.

There was a great frisson of excitement and noise,
but it quietened as Tahir stood erect and took the oath
that would forever transform his life. For some 10 million
people all over the world he was now no longer as other
men.

He was A Man of God, a man to whose prayers God
listened with special attention and affection, a man who
could not only show the way to salvation but light the
path. He could not only comfort the sick and the dying,
but, if God so willed it, he could also cure the sick and
the dying.

He was a man whom God would guide from now on
in every decision he made. He might make a wrong
decision but, God would ensure that the initial wrong

decision became the right decision in the end.?V

s 148 L (3o 1) 6 s 2 1982" (22)
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1- A Man of God, by lain Adamson, Page 11810120
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“He was elected fifth khalifa on April 22, 2003,

and had overseen the rapid progress of Ahmadidyyat
n (1)

over the last 5 years.
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“The rules for the election of a new khalifa had been
set out in December, 1956, after the attemped
assassination for the Second Khalifa underlined the
importance of being able to elect a new khalifa within 24
hours of the death of the previous khalifa. It did not
matter how few members of the College had assemble
within that time - the election of the new khalifa could
take place. Without a leader the Movement could be in
danger.

If there was no urgency — as was now the case —
the election could be delayed for up to three days. Within
that period it was believed that every qualified elector
» (1)

could reach Rabwah.’
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1- A Man of God, by lain Adamson, Page 115



L FRRRBR| A s
_(ﬁ&cnuﬁ;}f

K(y/ﬂﬂwu/)wfﬁn;:)u (u/.q/:l)d/!ﬁ@/jl
e (e 7 Fun of BTG U L e (Fr i
e C G it p B SBE U

U el My e Yo 2le 2o
ngffu:ir:uf‘fb“é,gﬁfmmd/;uu";m
w3 S, b 2 S 1956
Lo plesin ey B Ui SLe bsi
?‘LL*/mc /m.,,l'}’;(&,q;gfufﬁwl}‘ 146 231551

J/‘Ly@//uf;ﬁwlc)J//.;Tfé,@m%rw‘
e b AU 51 it K ssla

JCLEJ}U;/(//?" élﬁf%&/ﬂéé/Jggﬁ;(ﬂ1zal_,{l
m-e bl ) Ku!_Lnuf“AL(fy‘f(m/u{sz
S Lesay i i T Lo So# Sl
d;’/:’b;/,:/;!dﬂe;algdﬁyn’/;&uo;/’///pLu&-gﬂ}é LLU;{f
-ujLnﬂﬁ’Ko/ﬁu(lﬁu,@L"nuj/K)/&/a
QU7 o bl p B LS L s p 12515

V568 a1 Lud Ll s smsla gt 1
o!fc;«/b’Jﬁéigﬁ‘czf/'ﬁIU)f%Gﬁ{g@fﬁéa;
“A Man of .,,Cf/_u? {l_lgtnuﬁ}wfd{:;fd;muyz‘ff

_‘LanMJa/LQJldﬁ‘LLiidjg/ﬂL God”
“The khalifat of the Second Khalifa has been
puritianical. Some of the new Khalifa’'s advisers, who had
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grown up under that regime, suggested that it was now
time to return to the stricter and perhaps more simple
life. There was too much freedom now in the Movement,
they suggested, people were spending too much time
and money on pleasure. Television, and films were some
of the areas, they said, where Ahmadis of all age groups,
not just young people, were being led astray.

Zafrullah Khan, a great puritan, had openly
expressed his displeasure when he went to Tahir's
house once for dinner before he was the Khalifa and
discovered he has a television set.

“What do | see?” he cried. “Have you also given up
yourself to these vain pursuits?”

The Khalifa recalled his reply as follows, “I have not
given myself up to them, but | do not hold the same
views as you. My attitude is very different. | don’t believe
that teleivison is all bad even if there are some
programmes which should be discouraged. ................

“I comment on them. After a time they have
understood my attitude and the hollowness of certain
things. So they have become disinterested and do not in
any way rebel against what might be considered any
puritanical aspect of my beliefs.”

The Khalifa said that Zafrullah Khan had then
understood the way he was educating his family.

Did he therefore reject the beliefs of the second

Khalifa? @
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1- AMan of God, by lain Adamson, Page 150-152
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A Man of God, by lain Adamson.
Ahmadiyya Muslim Mosques Around the World.






